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COTTON PRODUCTION IN BENIN: FROM
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Wageningen University and Research Center
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Agriculture in Benin: Semi-subsistence system

— 5496 of active population; 25 — 40%6 of the GDP.

Cotton: chain-value & main cash crop valuing before 2005:

— 350,000 farmers & 37%o of the total cultivated area

— 35%0 of households & 80%b of rural household incomes

— 80%06 of agricultural exports & 25%0 of fiscal revenues

— 60%06 of the country’s industrial sector.

Why and how such a profitable and critical sector scrambled ?
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1960 - 1972: Continuation of
Colonial Cotton Policy

- First cotton riots in the north
- Creation of first farmers' group
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Exploratory survey through focus-group interviews.
In-depth interview with :
— Farmers’ organizations leaders | |

| - Households & Case studies i Overly-regulated system.

Over-politicization of the sector.
I Over-ginning capacity (—600,000 tons) and low production (350,000 tons) I
Atomization of organisations.
| Mismanagements & billions of arrears |
Shifting to private monopoly.
High rate of abandonment & sharp decline of production.
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Actors of cotton system caught in a trap they designed to make profit.
Cotton as a makeshift crop or last resort.

Cotton production has become a vicious cycle.

More coherence needed in state role.
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